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Dear Friends of PIGS, 

T owards the end of August we began to see Facebook 

posts of pleas to help an emaciated senior pit bull in 

our own backyard.  Our local Animal Control responded to a call 

about a stray 'sickly' looking dog that was dumped by the river 

and kept getting into trash cans.  "A walking skeleton" is how she 

was described with an abscessed wound on her shoulder, teeth 

ground down to her gums and no use of her right rear leg.  Even a 

seasoned officer was shocked at the pitiful condition of the dog.   If a rescue group didn't step up 

soon the dog most certainly would be euthanized the very next morning without ever feeling the 

touch of gentle hands or having a warm cozy bed to sleep in.  

D r. Gast, the sanctuary veterinarian, believes this poor 

girl was used as a bait dog, but wherever she came 

from or whatever her story was- it is one of the worst cases 

of neglect we have ever witnessed firsthand.   Weighing in at 

a mere thirty-five pounds, she was severely emaciated from 

starvation.  Grace immediately had an abscessed-oozing 

wound removed with a drainage tube inserted. Her rear leg 

was completely atrophied with a callous laden foot that flopped in the wind as she walked from an 

old spinal cord injury.  After an exam and x-rays with a veterinary orthopedic specialist we were 

informed there was no way to repair the damage, Grace unfortunately would need to have her leg 

amputated.   

G race's veterinary bills reached nearly $2,000.00 

to get her immediate medical needs taken care 

of.  On top of that, she would need to be spayed, vaccinated, 

tested for routine issues, micro-chipped, and dewormed which 

could easily run another $500.00!  And we won't even list the 

special diet we have been feeding her to get her tummy adjust-

ed to having nutrition again, the supplements and the endless hours of nursing her wounds and 

around the clock tender loving care. Once word began to spread on the plight of sweet Grace we 

were so thankful to receive donations to help cover the mounting veterinary bills.  
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S adly, despite our best efforts, sweet Gracie passed away. She fought a 

courageous battle but in the end her body was just too weak. We would 

like to thank Dr. Gast, Dr. Campbell and all of the staff at Blue Ridge Veteri-

nary Associates who worked so hard to save her.   We would like to THANK 

ALL OF THE GENEROUS PEOPLE WHO DONATED TO HER CARE. We 

were able to provide Grace with the best care because of the compassionate 

people who cared enough to help a stray skinny little pit bull. 

G race has shown us what it means to never give up.  Her courage, stoic 

nature and resilience were a reminder of why we do what we do!  In 

return, we showed Grace compassion, peace and love for the first time in her 

life.  We never know what condition the next animal who enters through our gates will be in.  Some 

are in better shape than Grace and only need basic veterinary care but sadly others are in a truly 

deplorable state.  

G race was only in our lives for a few short 

weeks yet her memory will last a life time.  

There are so many animals that enter through our gates 

who have a major impact on our hearts just like Grace.  

Some are with us for years, but all too often, some are with 

us only for a short time.  We need to honor all of the 

‘Grace’s’ that cross paths with our hearts. 
 

THE AMAZING GRACE FUND  

So friends, today we turn to you for your help.  Grace received the best care possible, but 

what about the next Grace?  Please make a donation to the Amazing Grace Fund , a special fund 

we have established in honor of Grace where funds will be set aside so the next time we won't even 

hesitate before saying "Yes, PIGS will help that suffering animal who literally has nowhere else to 

go!"  No donation is too small (or too large!).  And remember a pinch in your pocket is nothing 

compared to the pain that all of the 'Grace's' have endured.   

Goodbye, sweet Grace.  May your gentle spirit live on with each suffering animal that re-

ceives much-needed medical care because of your story, your hope and your legacy. 

        For the Animals, 

          Melissa Susko 
          Executive Director 
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PS:  Follow updates on all of our animal residents on Facebook and Twitter!  

    Facebook.com/pigssanctuary                 Twitter.com/pigssanctuary 

www.pigs.org 

http://media02.hongkiat.com/twitter_icons_03/twitter-blue-bird.zip

