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Heidi Ho came to live at PIGS, a sanctuary, in the winter of 1994. She was only five weeks old when she
arrived. She had been purchased as a Christmas present by well-meaning people who believed the
breeder's propaganda that the pig would only grow to 30 Ibs. and could live in the house full time. The
purchasers needed a full-time house pet, because the zoning laws in their town prohibited the keeping
of swine within the city limits.

Heidi Ho had never been around people before and was quite feral. After two days, Heidi Ho managed
to escape from her new home. The people who had purchased her were unsuccessful in their attempt to
catch her and contacted animal control.

The animal control officer arrived just as Heidi Ho was attacked by two neighborhood dogs. Once she
managed to get free of the dogs, the animal control officer shot her with a tranquilizer gun.
Unfortunately, the tranquilizer dart hit Heidi Ho in the back, shattering a vertebrae and rendering her
paraplegic. Heidi Ho only weighed five pounds at this time.

We monitored Heidi Ho’s quality of life very closely and were amazed at how well she adapted to her
disability. We were advised that she would probably only live for a year to a year and a half, but Heidi Ho
went on to live at the Sanctuary for nearly seven years.

Showing no signs of illness, Heidi Ho died during the night while sleeping next to her best friend,
Phyllis Louise.

If this booklet can prevent a situation like this from happening to another innocent victim of the exotic
pet trade, then I will have accomplished my goal in producing it.

—Dale Riffle



